
Title Guaranty Division 
Telephonic Board Meeting Minutes 

 
July 10, 2007 

 
Board Members Present:   Staff Members Present: 
Deborah Petersen (by phone)   Loyd Ogle, TGD Director 
Walter Murphy  (by phone)   Matt White, TGD Deputy Director 
Mitchell Taylor (by phone)   Becky Petersen, TGD Director  of 
Pat Schneider (by phone)        Field Operations 

Susan Mock, TGD Administrative Assistant 
Tara Lawrence, TGD Legal Intern 
Amos Hill, TGD Legal Intern 
 
 

Others Present: 
Bob McCloney – United Land Title Association 
Bill Blue – American Abstract 
James Gilliam – Attorney for Iowa Land Title Association 
Virginia Bordwell – IFA Board Member, Iowa Land Title Association, Washington Title 
     & Guaranty (by phone) 
Joe Younker – Bradley and Riley (by phone) 
Dean Hoag (by phone) 
 
 

Call to Order 
Mr. Taylor called the July 10, 2007, telephonic meeting of the Title Guaranty Board of 
Directors to order at 1:10 p.m. 
 
Mr. Ogle stated for the record the reason the TGD Board was meeting telephonically was 
to avoid conflicts for the members of the Board due to their geographic location and for 
their convenience so they could proceed with this special Board meeting.  
 

Written Orders for Charles Hendricks and Sharon Minger Waivers 
The first order of business was the approval of the written order approving the Charles 
Hendricks waiver of the 40-year plant. Mr. Ogle said several parties are involved in 
drafting that written ruling, specifically some staff at TGD, the Attorney General’s office, 
the general counsel at IFA, as well as the three members of the Board that voted to 
approve that waiver. At this time, that draft is not complete.  
 
Since the drafts for the written orders approving the Charles Hendricks and Sharon 
Minger waivers of the 40-year plant were not completed, Mr. Taylor requested that 
those agenda items be tabled. 
 
Mr. Murphy asked if he was not going to be involved in the drafting of the order 
approving the Hendricks waiver and if they were going to craft the ruling with only 
assenting votes. Mr. Ogle compared this situation to a court of law like the Iowa 



Supreme Court or the U.S. Supreme Court where the majority members come up with 
the ruling. Mr. Murphy also asked if he would never get to see the written ruling until 
the vote. Mr. Ogle said that as he has left it with the attorney general’s office, staff 
would assist in writing the opinion with input from the three members of the Board who 
voted for the waiver.  
 
Ms. Deborah Petersen said she had no concern with Mr. Murphy reviewing the order 
ahead of time. 
 
Motion:  On a motion by Ms. Deborah Petersen, seconded by Ms. Schneider, the Board 
unanimously approved tabling the Hendricks and Minger agenda items. 
 

Approval of Pottawattamie County Report of Title and Instructions 
Mr. Ogle said there was one staff recommendation to remove some language from the 
proposed report of title. He reminded the TGD Board that the IFA Board is looking for a 
recommendation. In this case, this form and procedure is tied to a waiver of 
administrative rule that the IFA Board has granted. 
 
Ms. Becky Petersen said the Report of Title that is specific to Pottawattamie County is a 
search that will be done only by Abstract and Guaranty Company in Pottawattamie 
County. It is a 40-year root-of-title search which must show all matters currently 
affecting title to the property under review. A Report of Title would be delivered to a 
TGD participating attorney, who would review the Report of Title and render either a 
preliminary title opinion or issue a Title Guaranty Commitment from it. A Post-Closing 
Search will be done after the closing, done by Abstract and Guaranty Company and 
delivered to a TGD participating attorney, who will issue a final title opinion or a final 
Title Guaranty Certificate.  
 
Ms. Becky Petersen noted that the section entitled “Abstracting for the Title Guaranty 
Division” will be inserted into the Title Guaranty Manual. It sets forth abstracting 
standards for the entire state, with a special section on Pottawattamie County.  
 
Mr. Ogle said on Page 10, 1B, Method of Search, there is a method by which a search 
will be done if the search is being done off a title plant. In addition, there is a method of 
search proposed if the search is done from the records by a waived or grandfathered 
attorney. Because the waiver approved by the IFA Board was specific to an abstractor 
with a plant, staff recommendation is to remove language referring to a search being 
done by a waived or grandfathered attorney. The concern was by having that language 
in there, TGD was signaling that the IFA Board would be open to granting this type of 
waiver to a grandfathered or waived attorney over in Council Bluffs. Under Method of 
Search B2, (a) and (b) will be deleted from the material.  
 
The meeting was suspended at 1:41 p.m. because of a lost telephone connection with 
Mr. Taylor. The meeting was reconvened at 1:42 p.m. after Mr. Taylor called back. 
 
Ms. Becky Petersen continued the discussion.  
 



Mr. Murphy asked if the leases mentioned were unexpired leases on Page 10, C1. Ms. 
Becky Petersen answered in the affirmative and asked if it would be better if they added 
the word “unexpired.”  
 
Discussion continued on the topic. 
 
Motion: On a motion by Mr. Murphy, seconded by Ms. Schneider, the Board unanimously 
passed the search product with an amendment that under Method of Search, Paragraph 
2, 2(a) and 2(b) be striken, and that under (c) the word “unexpired” be added in front 
of the word “leases.”  
 
 

Adjournment 
Motion:  On a motion by Ms. Deborah Petersen, seconded by Mr. Murphy, the Board 
unanimously voted to adjourn at 2:05 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Dated this October 2, 2007, 
 
 
 
Respectively submitted:    Approved as to form: 
 
 
 
 
Loyd W. Ogle, Director    Mitch Taylor, Chair  
Title Guaranty Division    Title Guaranty Division 
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